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The Science and Rural Activities of Kenji Miyazawa

— The Conflict of Intellectuals over Agriculture —

Nobuhisa NAMIMATSU

Abstract

Kenji Miyazawa (1896-1933) performed creative activities based on rural activities and faith, and left behind
many poems and fairytales. Many existing studies on Kenji Miyazawa have mainly discussed his works in terms
of art and religion. Also, because of Miyazawa’s background and activities, some have also focused on agricultural
practice and rural activities. Many intellectuals were interested in agriculture in modern Japan, but Miyazawa
was the only intellectual who engaged in the tertiary study of agriculture, and practiced it too. In the existing re-
search, the relationship between Kenji's works and agriculture has not been sufficiently elucidated.

This paper examines how Miyazawa evoked agriculture and rural villages in his works. His works are charac-
terized by the use of many terms from natural science. In addition, he did not write any novels in which humans
were the leading characters. Many of his stories are about nature, and the humans in those stories are drawn in
the guise of flora and fauna. In this respect, agriculture is strongly reflected in his works. Based on an interpreta-
tion of a passage from the famous poem “Be not defeated by the rain” (Ame nimo makezu), this paper considers,
in order, the “effectiveness of agriculture”, the “rural village problem and its countermeasures”, and finally, the
“feeling of alienation in rural society”.

Miyazawa'’s rural activities had little success, and because of this, his distress and frustrations were great. But
this provided the driving force that pushed him towards creation and faith. In other words, the conflict between
modernity, represented by science and technology, and tradition, represented by kinship and ties to land, became
the driving force behind his creative work.

Keywords: Kenji Miyazawa, Agriculture, Agricultural Science, Rural Society, Fairy Tales
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