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OO 5 X9 e MESAT R % DTH A (Adam 1990=1997: 71-77) 0 T D X 9 4t &% 05,
FAZH L, SF T2 oA LR, MRy, 1L e L BRSO RK
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IO, INFTOHRFEIIBITD [RK] OombN T OBIRTH 572 (Urry 2016=2019:
15-16) 7o ZAUZK LT SF i, Jelc bil~_7z ) FRISBIT 2 HRIL 9 21 9 0L D01
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DY MIhDHEI BT ANELTHG I EFRBY L, 20 L) RlREoERO O
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—DOThb, 2OV —XOMARBIZB VT, #EK (FF) ZIELONEIERT HEA
FHIEE KT 50720, ENOFEHITHS X2 NEHOFIEILTRT, 35 »HICHEED
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SF as “Sociological Fiction™

Ursula K. Le Guin's The Dispossessed and the Sociology of Time

Sho SUGAWARA
Abstract

This article reads science fiction (SF) novels as “sociological fictions” to offer a different
perspective to conventional sociology which has a certain weakness when approaching the
problem of “time and space” in modern society. This article analyses T/e Dispossessed (1974)
by Ursula K. Le Guin by relating to the “sociology of time” and identify the contributions SF
can make to sociological theory.

As a result, this article suggests that SF has two advantages when approaching the
sociology of time: (1) SF, as the literature of “estrangement” provokes the imagination of
alternative experiences of time that fundamentally differ from human experiences of time.
Therefore, SF literature can avoid the anthropocentrism of conventional sociology, and
mediate between various levels and modalities of time, including “social time,” “physical time,”
“biological time,” and so on. (2) SF literature can also re-introduce and re-translate these
alternative experiences of time into “human time.” By doing so, SF literature permits us to
imagine a possible future society or utopia as a lens through which we can criticize the social
reality around us.

Keywords: SF, Sociology of Time, Utopia, 7he Dispossessed, Ursula K. Le Guin
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