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“I survived”™ How the Takarazuka Revue
“The Tower of Himeyuri” Depicted the Battle of Okinawa

Daigo SHIMA

Abstract

The Himeyuri Student Corps consisted of mostly underage female students from the two elite girls’
schools of Okinawa in 1945. When the Battle of Okinawa began, they were mobilized to work as assistant
nurses on the battlefields, where most of them eventually lost their lives. To this date, the Himeyuri
Student Corps have been narrated through a variety of representational forms including fictional novels,
nonfictional memoirs written by actual survivors, movies, and revues. Accordingly, the Himeyuri Student
Corps have gradually gained recognition as the tragic symbol of the Battle of Okinawa. Of all these
narratives, this thesis focuses on those which were published or released specifically between 1945 and
1953, aiming to clarify how their depictions of the Himeyuri Student Corps influenced the Takarazuka
Revue Company's revue titled “The Tower of Himeyuri” in 1953.

Kazuo Kikuta, the scriptwriter of the revue, acknowledged his responsibility for writing propaganda
theatrical scripts during wartime, and thus, for lifting the spirits of audiences for the war. This thesis
considers how Kikuta reflected his wartime responsibilities as a propagandist upon his descriptions of the
Himeyuri Student Corps and their teachers. In doing so, this thesis sheds light on the multilayered
aspects of the victimhood depicted in the revue.

Keywords: The Himeyuri Students Corps, the Battle of Okinawa, Takarazuka Revue Company, Kazuo
Kikuta, wartime responsibilities
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