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Alfieri and Robbio in 1777

——Uneasiness in the Society of Intelligent People in Turin

Rui KANNO

Abstract

It is well known that Vittorio Alfieri, an italian tragedist, departed from Turin for Tuscany to improve his italian
in may 1777. However, the author of this paper claims that the intellectual situation in Turin is another reason of
the journey.

Vittorio Amedeo III succeeded to the throne in 1773. From that moment, the intellectual environment in Turin,
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being liberated from the traditional severe control, was changed dramatically. However, a conservative opinion
that immoderate cultural freedom should be restrained, continued to exist. In fact, the opinion regained strength
with Benvenuto Robbio di San Raffaele, who published Della falsa filosofia in 1777. Since he was cautious of the
current intellectual corruption, he emphasized the importance of cencorship to maintain social order. It was in
the same year that Alfieri drafted Della Tirannide, in which he criticized monarchic society that seemed chiefly
Turin.

The contemporary appearance of these conflicting opinions doesn’t seem casual. Robbio and Alfieri had not
only participated in the same literary circle, but also Robbio had instructed Alfieri in writing tragedies. This
means that they must have known directly other’s attitude and ideas.

After the publication of Della falsa filosofia, Robbio got involved in cultural politics of the government. This
indicates that the conservative opinion became predominant. On the other side, Alfieri decided to abandon his
country for the freedom of writing. It seems that although not mentioned clealy, increasing uneasiness in the
intellectual society was one of the reasons that Alfieri wanted to leave Turin.

Keywords: Alfieri, Robbio, Year 1777, Turin, Society of intelligent people



