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Economic Rehabilitation of Farming Village
and Tadaatsu Ishiguro

— Through the Relation to Houtoku Thought —

Nobuhisa NAMIMATSU

Abstract

Tadaatsu Ishiguro(1884-1960) made a great contribution to the Japanese agricultural policy, admin-
istration and education in prewar days. He positively promoted Economic Rehabilitation Campaign of
Farming Village (Nouson-Keizai-Kousei-Undou) in paticular. This Campaign was founded on the ideas of
rehabilitating through one’s own efforts. The Minister of Finance ,Korekiyo Takahashi(1854-1936), said
this ideas with special emphasis. But his statements were not based on the actual circumstances of
farming villages.

In contrast with Takahashi’s ideas Ishiguro investigated many farming villages, and tried to under-
stand the actual situation. These measures were founded on Houtoku Thought that formed by Sontoku
Ninomiya(1787-1856). Ishiguro also laid stress on the bringing up of talented persons and the book-
keeping campaign to improve one’s standard of life in villages. Japanese military authorities, however,
thought that political use could be made of that idea.

Ishiguro’s activities suggest two points for agricultural policy. (1) It is not necessarily true that agri-
cultural bureaucracy have a good knowledge of agriculture. (2) Agricultural policy must have global

viewpoint because agricultural questions are not domestic problem.

Keywords : Economic Rehabilitation of Farming Village, Tadaatsu Ishiguro, Houtokuism, Korekiyo
Takahashi, Self-Rehabilitation





