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Outlook for the Japanese Content Industry

Keiko KAWAMATA

ABSTRACT

The Japanese content industry has been drawing attention for the past few years as the next leading
industry. According to the METI report, market size of the content industry is estimated to be 14
trillion yen, which comes close to the Japanese automobile industry (20 trillion yen). In contrast to these
optimistic forecast, most of the segments in the content industry have been on the downtrend since
around 1998. Declining youth population, recession, and increasing mobile phone call charges are often
pointed out as reasons for this trend but not many detailed analyses including consumer behavior change
have been done so far.

This article presents summarized data on music, games, movies, animation, and publishing and

provides outlook for the Japanese content industry.



