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Al1 ibn Ridwan’s Commentary on Ptolemy’s Teirabiblos

Keiji YAMAMOTO

Abstract
Al1r ibn Ridwan, who was a doctor in Cairo in the 11th century, commented on the Teirabiblos
composed by Ptolemy in Alexanria in the 2nd century. Ali’s commentary, which was translated into
Latin in the 13th century and published in the 15th century, was known widely in the Middle Latin
West. When he wrote his commentary, he cited the whole text of the Tetrabiblos translated by Hunayn
ibn Ishaq in the 9th century. After studying several manuscripts relevant to the text, the present
auther, who is preparing for a critical edition of Hunayn’s version of the Teirabiblos, comes to realize

that manuscripts of Ali’s version as well as those of Hunayn’s should be uesd in order to edit the text.
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