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Regional Integration and Identity:

Strategy for “EU Identity”

Asaka SHOTAI
Abstract

As European integration develops an economic community into a political one, identity
has come to be considered as a key concept for strengthening the European integration.
Concerning identity, we should distinguish two types of identity, that is, “European identity”
and “EU identity”. So far, EU policy aimed at building a common “European identity” has
been designed to make people conceive a common consciousness of Europe, emphasizing the
slogan “Unity in diversity”.

But in recent years, especially after the Euro crisis, there is a growing antipathy to the
EU, because of a sudden increase in immigrants from outside Europe. Intolerance to others
and discontent with common European policy are strengthening.

In such circumstances, “EU identity”, as well as “European identity”, should be
reinforced. What is necessary now is to reconfirm the benefits that come from belonging to
the EU, and to strengthen “EU identity”, from which comes a shared will to bear the
responsibilities and burdens associated with that.

Keywords: identity, regional integration, European Union, Europe, cultural diversity
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