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Research progress report: Meanings of university
degrees in the medieval mendicant orders

Yoichi KAJIWARA

Abstract
Our research project aims at a systematic comparison among Dominican, Franciscan and Cistercian
orders about their attitude toward university degrees in the Middle Ages. It combines an institutional
approach focused on process of degree earning and social status accorded to degree holders on the
one hand, and an ideological approach favoring the relationship between degrees and orders’ ideal.
For this purpose, our analysis is based not only on the orders’ legal or administrative documents, but

also on the friars’ and monks’ various writings.

Keywords : University, Degree, Mendicant orders, Europe, Middle Ages






