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Opera Seria and Gender

— Pathetic Princes in Metastasio's dramma per musica ——

Satsuki NAKAGAWA
Abstract

The opera house in the eighteenth century was dominated by pathetic heroes which were played by castrati.
The primo uomo (leading male character) is always a delicate young nobleman in love and his laments move
the audience to tears. Particularly when he groans in prison under a false accusation, the entire theater weeps
in sympathy. While his partner, the prima donna, is a virtuous lady who can renounce her love for the sake of
virture. This being the ideal couple of the anciens régimes period's court opera in which the hero sings in a high-
pitched treble voice of a castrato.

Keywords : opera seria, Metastasio, gender, castrato, eighteenth century



