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Choei Kinjo’'s Conception of Ryukyu Studies

Nobuhisa NAMIMATSU
Abstract

This essay examines the conception of “Ryukyu Studies” advocated by Choei Kinjo (1902-
1955), an Okinawan researcher active during the Showa period. The few studies that have
focused on Kinjo look at the connection between Kinjo's Ryukyu studies and “Okinawan
studies”. However, they date from the 1970s and appeared in the historical context of the
reversion of Okinawa to Japan in 1972. In other words, they tried to re-examine Kinjo's
Okinawan studies in this historical context, however Ryukyu studies subsequently
disappeared, and the reason why is unclear. This essay re-evaluates Kinjo's research, and
considers the question of why Ryukyu studies disappeared.

Partly because Kinjo died young, it has not been possible to systematize his Ryukyu
studies. Since he left no systematic research findings, it can be said that Ryukyu studies
were doomed to disappear. However, he did conduct broad-ranging research into language,
folklore, literature, history, and so on, and his work had a systematic orientation. This can be
said to have been quite different to the exclusive tendencies visible in Okinawan studies
today. If we consider the term Ryukyu studies in a positive sense, it can be said that Kinjo,
who tried to synthesize research in a variety of fields ranging from linguistics and history to
literature and ethnology, was the only successor to the school of Okinawan studies led by
Fuyu Iha (1876-1947).

Keywords: Choei Kinjo, Ryukyu Studies, Okinawan Studies, Fuyu ITha, Folklore studies
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