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Shozaburo Dokura and “Fukoku Shokurin” Thought

—the case of Yoshino Forestry in the Meiji Period—

Nobuhisa NAMIMATSU

Abstract

Shozaburo Dokura (1840-1917) was a forestry manager active in the Meiji period. He made many contribu-
tions to forestry and local communities. According to preceding studies, these contributions were in three areas:
(1) Yoshino forestry, (2) Local communities and regional society more widely, (3) Forestry science and policy.
However, the philosophical foundation of his contributions has yet to be made clear. Tracing his achievements,
this article will make clear the historical consistency of his thinking.

Through his practice of forestry management, he developed a way of thinking that could balance industrial de-
velopment with environmental conservation. The characteristics of Dokura’s thought were as follows: “Sustain-
able” use of natural environments including the soil; “Efficiency” to support a commodity economy; “Rationality”
from a long term perspective; “Guaranteed sources of revenue” for regional revitalization.

He re-phrased “planting” using different kanyi characters, and argued for “Fukoku Shokurin” or “rich country
through forestry”, stating that the promotion of forestry enriched households, brought happiness to villagers, ex-
panded the strength of the nation, and brought peace. In Dokura’s case, the “country” was imagined not as being
the state, but as the local community and local regions. Furthermore, Dokura also stressed the importance of
fostering people who believed in the idea of “rich country through forestry”. Such people, who could not be
trained by manuals or standardized procedures, would be able to cope with situations flexibly and creatively.

Keywords: Shozaburo Dokura, Yoshino Forestry, City Forestry, Forestry Science, Forestry Policy
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