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The Rise of IS and the Issue of ‘Islam Politics’
Yoshiyuki KITAZAWA

Abstract

While the ‘Arab Spring’ influenced much on the international relations in the Middle East, the rise of Islamic State
(IS) is affecting the situations of international society diversely. No one in international society, nor in Islamic
World, would stand up for this syndicate except for its followers. This is because IS fails to have general tolerance
and flexibility of Islam and is dominated by dogmatism and compulsion at all times. However, it would be too
optimistic to expect a final solution through annihilation of this entity militarily, which is a difficult task in itself.
We are required to make effort to find structural causes which would cause to appear terrorist and their sympa-
thizers. It is necessary for us not to fall in a trap of essentialism that tends to attribute everything to Islam and
culture and so on, which of course are important elements to the issue of extremism when we try to study the
background of Jihadists. And we should study this issue under the broader understanding of globalization,
through which I imagine global extension of capitalism, which contained a process of global stratification that led
to poverty, inequality and terrorism etc. It is expected that we should try to make research works not only through
the perspectives of developed world but also through that of local and international organizations such as LAS and

OIC.



