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Capital Silla Courtiers’ advance to the west coast and Sonju
Temple in the mid-ninth century

— In relation to the trade with Chang-Bogo —

Koichi KONDO
Abstract

About the significance of the foundation of Sonju Temple and its operation, this paper
focuses on the domestic and international situation at the time of the affair of the Chang-Bogo
assassination as well as the location of the temple, the Parishioner force, the financial base,
and its age of the foundation, and considers the meaning from the relationship with the
Capital Silla courtiers.

Sonju Temple is a Zen temple which was originated by Ranghye Muyom who returned
from Tang, and was founded in Chungnam Boryeong city on the western coast of Korea
around 847. Despite the fact that the Parishioner force of Sonju Temple was situated in the
remote region in Silla, with placing Kim Yang on the center, the Capital Silla courtiers such
as Jin-gol aristocracy and the royal family in Shilla occupied the temple. They gave ample of
personal properties as charity with mainly rice plant. In terms of the operation of the temple,
it seems that there were convenient circumstances with accumulating the wealth with
personal properties. However, if considering the geographical environment of the west coastal
area where the temple is located, the relationship with trade activities is reminded.

In addition, the year of 847 when Sonju Temple was founded was closely related to the
assassination of Chang-Bogo. Kim yang, who worked hard for the foundation of the temple,
was deeply acquainted with Chang-Bogo and was directly involved in the assassination. Kim
Yang and the capital Silla courtiers are thought to have created Sonju Temple in the west
coast area from the perspective of securing its activity base so as to reorganize the trade
activities which once monopolized by Chang-Bogo under their management scope.

With the existence of satinwood in the temple and many findings of the ceramics in the
late Tang dynasty in the Garan mark, and even the fact that the originator of the temple was
Ranghye Muyon who was so familiar with the Tang’s situation, it is informing us in concrete
that this was the base where the trade with Tang was took place. It has also been confirmed
that the Muyon's activity contributed to the formation of a pirate force. Therefore, it is
inferred that the rice plants and properties the capital Silla courtiers gave as charity were
redistributed to secure the pirates who engaged in trade activities.

In this way, the foundation of Sonju Temple had a front and back relationship with the
advance to the west coast which was foreseen by the capital Silla courtiers’ trade with Tang.
To say furthermore, it is thought that the Sonju Temple's foundation promoted the exchange
between the King's capital, Gyeongju, and the west coast at the time.

Keywords : Kim Yang, Sonju Temple, Chang-Bogo, rice plant, pirates
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