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Faith and Art in Rokuon-ji Temple in the Early Modern Period:

A Careful Examination of Various Materials and Records of Anniversaries

Takuji YOSHIDA
Abstract

Rokuan-ji Temple or the Deer Garden Temple is located in Kitayama, Kyoto and is a
renowned Zen temple founded by Yoshimitsu Ashikaga who asked Muso Soseki to be the
first chief abbot. There is much that remains unclear in the tradition and character of the
treasures existing in Rokuon-ji, including chinzo (portraits of Zen monks) and works of
calligraphy. While there has been heightened interest in recent years in the fantastic art that
is related to Zen culture, there are few opportunities to examine faith in Zen Buddhist
temples. In particular, studies on the relation between faith and works of art in Rokuon-ji in
the early modern period are practically nonexistent. In this paper, we first examine a variety
of existing materials and gather a wide range of information about the process of
transmission and the ways of using the treasures existing in Rokuon-ji temple. Second, based
on the results of this activity, we focus in particular on examples of the ways of using the
treasures in the anniversary records, comparing them to the status of Shokoku-ji Temple, the
head temple of the Rinzai sect, studying the functions and roles the various treasures possess.
Based on the above results, we conclude by summarising the state of faith and its transition
in Rokuon-ji Temple in the early modern period.

Keywords: Rokuon-ji temple, Shokoku-ji temple, Zen art, Horin Josho, Kakumeiki (the diary of
Horin Josho)
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