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Animistic Belief among Thai Youth and Media Effect (2):

A Case Study of Survey of University Students in Bangkok in 2016

Piya PONGSAPITAKSANTI
Abstract

The objective of this study is to examine media effect toward animistic belief among
Thai youth. 450 questionnaires were filled out by the university students from Thammasat
University and Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok in September 2016. This study in 2016
was based on and adapted from the results of previous survey obtained in 2015 to focus on
the animistic belief of Thai youths and media effect in 2016, and to find out their attitude
changes.

The research results reveal that Thai youths mostly receive the information and image
about spirit and ghost via television dramas, television programs, and movies. While the
number of male spirit is limited only to one or two spirits, there are more varieties in the
female ones. This implies that the female spirits appear more frequently than the male spirits
in Thai media. Moreover, the image of female spirits is scared and vengeful, whereas the
image of male spirits, compared to the female ones, is kind and protecting.

In conclusion, this result shows that the Thai media, especially television and movie, has
greatly influenced Thai youths' perception toward spirit and ghost. In addition, the survey
results in 2016 do not differ much from those in 2015. However, some changes in the research
results suggest that the spirits appearing in the media will be recalled more easily than those
which do not.

Keywords: animistic belief, image of spirit, Thailand, youth, media
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