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An Example of the “Hatena-thon”

Practice in University/High School

Collaborative Classes — Aiming for

Transformation from the Position
of “being asked” to “asking”

Seisuke KIMURA!, Ken-ichi SATO',
Shinobu CHIBA!, Hideo MURATA!

In this study, we report on the “Hatena-thon”
practice in classes offered jointly by a university
and a high school. “Hatena-thon” is a newly
coined word that combines “Hatena” (?) and
“marathon,” and signifies situations where
questions are raised, based on the Question
Formulation Technique (QFT). In classes up to
the high school level, questions have correct
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answers, and pupils are required to provide
them. However, there are no perfect answers
within university learning, just as there are no
model solutions to problems faced in society; the
ability to find answers oneself is required,
including for questions one may have posed
oneself. In other words, students need to move
from the position of “being asked” to that of
“asking,” and it can be argued that it is
important that high-school students recognize
this difference if they are to adapt to the
university. Thus, Hatena-thon was introduced
into university/high school collaborative classes
with the intention of promoting this
transformation from “being asked” to that of
“asking.” Between April and July 2017, second-
year science class students from the Kyoto
Prefectural Rakusei High School participated in
two Hatena-thons with a gap in between.
Results of a student questionnaire suggest that
they became aware of the importance of
questioning.

KEYWORDS: High school university
collaboration, Hatena-thon, Transition from
high school to university, Questions
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