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Outbreaks of highly pathogenic avian influenza in 2017-2018

Hiroki TAKAKUWA
Toshiyo YABUTA
Ayana YAMAZAWA
Koichi OTSUKI

Abstract

Highly pathogenic avian influenza viruses spread to worldwide has been repeatedly ep-
idemic in many countries, including China, Europe. In Japan, the H5N6 subtype highly
pathogenic avian influenza virus was isolated from the corpse of the Cobb Swan around Lake
Shinji in Shimane prefecture in November 2017, and H5N6 subtype virus was isolated from
dead Northern Goshawk in Tokyo in January 2018. At the same time, the H5N6 subtype
avian influenza virus caused outbreak at a poultry farm in Kagawa prefecture. In March,
H5N6 subtype virus was isolated from jungle crows that were found dead in Hyogo prefec-
ture. Interestingly, the virus detected in wild birds and the virus in the poultry farm were the
same H5N6 subtype virus. However, these viruses were of different origins, and a few kinds

of H5NG6 subtype viruses distributed in one season.

Keywords: Highly pathogenic avian influenza, H5N6 subtype virus, H5N8 subtype virus,
Wild birds, Migratory birds



