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PBL Participation, Out-of-school
Interactions and Change in
Attitudes towards Adults

Asako KTHARA!, Yusuke IBUKI?

The purpose of this research is to understand
how students’ interactions with adults outside
the university are related to the change in
attitude toward adults. We show that there is a
positive correlation between the frequency of
interactions and the psychological barriers vis-
a-vis adults. This implies that the existence of
psychological barriers towards outsiders are
positively related to higher frequency of
interactions with outsiders. Furthermore, our
results show no correlation between out-of-
school interactions with adults prior to taking
PBL courses and active student participation
levels in current PBL course activities. In other
words, the study reveals that having interaction
with outsiders prior to PBL enrolment does not
necessarily mean active involvement with
outsiders in current PBL activities.
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