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Silla’s diplomatic relations with Wae during the later period of
King Jin-pei

—1In relation to the foreign policy of Silla’s King Jin-pei—

Koichi KONDO

Abstract

Until the later period of his position, Silla’s king, Jin-pei, took little diplomatic action toward Wae. But in 610,
there was a big change in his attitude. After this change, King Jin-pei dispatched his messengers to Wae in rapid
succession, and promoted vigorous diplomatic activities with the country. Especially, in 622, at his age of 44, the
king’s ambassadors presented Buddha statues, Buddha’s Sarira, and flagpoles to Wae, and sent Wae’s student in
the Tang. This paper examined Silla’s diplomatic relations with Wae developed in the latter part of the Jin-pei dy-
nasty recorded in “Nihon Shoki” from the viewpoint of Silla’s history.

Silla’s diplomatic relations with Wae during the later time of King Jin-pei did not start with a subordinate atti-
tude with which, as pointed out in the past, its diplomacy tried to withdraw Wae’s support in the confrontation
with Baekje and Koguryo. It was carried out under the aggressive foreign policy based on the confidence that
Silla achieved the advance of the diplomacy for China and the government system at the reign of Silla dynasty.
King Jin-pei sent Buddhist things to Wae and tried to convey Silla’s thought and institution to Wae while building
a relationship with Wae’s student in the Tang. It is inferred that he searched for the so-called “Sillanization”
(integration into the Silla dynasty) through those activities.

Keywords: King Jin-pei, diplomatic relations with Wae, Nihon Shoki, Buddhist things, Wae’s student in the
Tang
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