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European Maritime Expansion to Asia from Sixteenth
to Eighteenth Century

Toshiaki TAMAKI

Abstract
From the end of the fifteenth century, Europe came to dominate the world trade through the
expansion of water route. European states ruled Asian distribution by controlling distribution system
based on maritime route. Self-organised merchants as well as European states contributed to the

formulation of this system.

Keywords : Europe, Asia, Sea-route, Great Divergence, Portuguese merchants



