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Progress report: “The formation of family norms and
the plurality of practices concerning the care of
elderly people living alone in Vietnamese villages”

Atsufumi KATO

Abstract
This study focuses on an analysis of the support provided to elderly people (especially those who
live alone) in Vietnamese villages, based mainly on anthropological field research. Our fieldwork
focuses on “Intergenerational Self-Help Clubs.” We also research historical material on the “elderly
care paddy field (3##%M).” We conducted three open sessions regarding the project topic. We
reconfirmed the necessity for reviewing basic notions of the Vietnamese “family” as the basis for
elderly care as well as recognizing new relevant research topics, such as, from the perspective of the

sociology of law, the meanings of “duties” and “rights” as they concern elderly support.

Keywords : Vietnam, elderly people, living arrangement, care, community



