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Consideration on Emphasis in Interaction:

Focusing on the Use of Stance Markers in Responses

Masanobu MASUDA

Abstract
The present study has discussed stance marking in conversation through conversation analytic
description on Japanese adverb moo used as an emphasis marker in the (near-)turn-initial position of
responses. The discussion takes account of the action conveyed by questions in interviews, which is to
solicit interesting telling, and of expectation in interaction derived from the action. It is suggested
that the stance to display distance from the questioner’s assumption is marked in both of the extreme
situations when the respondent cannot align with the action conveyed by questions and when he or she

can fully align.

Keywords : conversation analysis, interaction, stance marking, interview, solicitation of telling






