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The Reception of Song/Yuan/Ming Paintings
into the Houses of the 15"-century Shoguns and
into Temples of Gozan and Jissatsu Rank:

A Focus on Paintings at the Shokokuji Temple as described in /nryoken Diary

Takuji YOSHIDA

Abstract

A vast body of research exists on the “Higashiyama Treasures” collection of Chinese art compiled from
the time of the third Muromachi shogun to that of the eighth. Yoshimitsu, the third shogun, Yoshinori, the
sixth shogun and Yoshimasa, the eighth shogun, are particularly notable for their collections. Given the
limited number of resources available in the history of painting, a solid body of research has accumulated
on existing works that carry the seal of a shogun’s collector. Precise inspections of important historical
materials have been accomplished. These resources include the Gomotsu On’e Mokuroku (Record of
Paintings among the Treasures); Muromachi-dono Gyoko Okazariki (Record of the Royal Visit to Muro-
machi Hall); Ogawa no Gosho Narabi ni Higashivama-dono Okazarizu (Drawings of Ogawa Hall and Hi-
gashivama Hall); Kundaikan-souchouki(Catalogue of the shogunal collection with display instructions)and
Tokai Houkan (Masters of Painting) among others.

In what is dissimilar to the above materials, which comprise collection records and lists of painters, the
Inryoken Nichiroku (Inryoken Diary) is the journal of the head of the Inryoken Hall located within the
Rokuon'in, one of the sub-temples of Shokokuji. Thus, this resource is of an entirely different character,
and it admits relatively little comparison with the other materials. Conventionally, it has largely been ref-
erenced in a fragmentary way.

This essay conducts a precise inspection of the Inryoken Nichiroku with a focus on its descriptions of
paintings received at Shokokuji at that time. These descriptions allow researchers to glimpse the manner
in which the paintings were brought into Shokokuji after the Onin-Bunmei Wars. This study intends to
discover clues to the continued consideration of the acceptance of Song, Yuan and Ming paintings in the
15%-century houses of the Shoguns and around the major temples of gozan and jissatsu rank. It also aims
to examine the transitions in painting styles during the Muromachi era, through the detailed scrutiny, de-
scription and discussion of the content of the Inryoken Nichiroku.

Keywords: Muromachi era, Gozan Jissatsu, Song/Yuan/Ming paintings, Inryoken Nichiroku, Shokokuji
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