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Do we need to postulate a different tone pattern for
monosyllabic verbs in Nyoro?

Shigeki KA]JI
Abstract

Nyoro, a Bantu language of western Uganda, has two tone patterns for nouns; tone
pattern A in which an underlying H is placed on the ultimate syllable of words, and tone
pattern B in which an underlying H is placed on the penultimate syllable of words. All verb
infinitives (or gerunds) have tone pattern B except monosyllabic verbs, which curiously have
tone pattern A. The aim of this paper is to determine the reason monosyllabic verbs have
tone pattern A and all the other longer verbs, including monosyllabic verbs themselves
extended by other elements, exhibit tone pattern B. It was concluded that the formative -ku-
(class 15 nominal prefix), which is used as a tense/aspect/mood marker including the
infinitive, is incapable of having an underlying H even when it is in the penultimate syllable;
rather, the ultimate syllable receives the underlying H, thus exhibiting tone pattern A.
However, there is one counter example which seems to indicate that the formative -ku-,
starting from its use as a verb infinitive marker, has partially become a true tense/aspect/
mood marker, and can have an underlying H similar to other tense/aspect/mood markers,
such as -ka- in the remote past, which has an underlying H even in the penultimate syllable
conjugated with monosyllabic verbs.
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1. Introduction

In an area stretching from the northwest corner of Tanzania to western Uganda, there
are Bantu languages that are closely related genealogically; from the south to the north:
Haya, Ankore, Kiga, Tooro, and Nyoro amongst others. Haya is spoken in Tanzania, and the
others are found in Uganda.

As far as tone is concerned, there is a general tendency that tone patterns become
simpler from south to north. Whereas in the southern most Haya language, the number of
tone patterns on nouns increases arithmetically as a function of the number of the syllables in
the stem (two patterns for one-syllable stem nouns, three patterns for two-syllable stem
nouns, etc.), in the northern Tooro language, which has lost its lexical tone, only one pattern
exists in which H(igh) tone falls on the penultimate syllable for nouns and verbs, regardless of
the length of the word.”

In this paper, the neighboring Nyoro language is examined, which has only two tone
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patterns on nouns, regardless of the length of the word; pattern with an underlying H on the
penultimate syllable of words, and pattern with an underlying H on the ultimate syllable of
words. This is exemplified in (1) together with corresponding Tooro data. In (1) there are

nouns of up to five-syllable stems (nouns of more than five-syllable stems are rare).

(1) Tooro and Nyoro nominal tone patterns

number of Tooro Nyoro
stem syllables pattern A pattern B
1 omutwe 3/4” omutwé 3/4 omfzi 3/4
“head” “head” “root”
2 ekisigi 7/8 omugolé 1/2 ekisigi 7/8
“eyebrow” “bride” “eyebrow”
3 ekikoméro 7/8 ekikoméra 7/8 omupakasa 1/2
“cow market” “cow market” “day worker”
4 enziramira 9/10 ekikungulima 7/8 oruziramére 11/10
“python” “rising ground” “python”
5 entabujuguta 9/10 etabujugata 9/10 obuhinguraniza 14

“sp. of civet”

“sp. of civet”

“excessiveness”

From (1) it can be seen that Tooro has one tone pattern and Nyoro has two tone
patterns for nouns, regardless of the number of the syllables in the words. In this paper,
these two tone patterns in Nyoro are referred to as tone pattern A and tone pattern B. In
tone pattern A nouns, the penultimate syllable is H-pitched and the ultimate syllable is
F-pitched. In tone pattern B nouns, in contrast, the penultimate syllable is F-pitched and the
ultimate syllable is L-pitched, with all other syllables being L-pitched. These pronunciations
are those found in isolation, and do not represent the underlying pronunciation. These

underlying presentations are shown in (2).

(2) underlying presentation for the words in (1)

number of Tooro Nyoro
stem syllables pattern A pattern B
1 omutwe 3/4 omutweé 3/4 omuzi 3/4
“head” “head” “root”
2 ekisigi 7/8 omugoré” 1/2 ekisigi 7/8
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“eyebrow” “bride” “eyebrow”

3 ekikoméro 7/8 ekikomera 7/8 omupakasa 1/2
“cow market” “cow market” “day worker”

4 enziramira 9/10 ekikungulima 7/8 oruziramére 11/10
“python” “rising ground” “python”

5 entabujuguta 9/10 etabujuguta 9/10 obuhinguraniza 14
“sp. of civet” “sp. of civet” “excessiveness”

From (1) and (2), it can be seen that the underlying penultimate H appears as such in
isolation in Tooro,” which is different from Nyoro, in which the underlying H is not realized
immediately. In tone pattern A, the underlying H is on the ultimate syllable and is anticipated
by one syllable, with the underlying H itself being realized as F(alling) on the original
ultimate syllable. In tone pattern B, the underlying H is on the penultimate syllable and is

realized as F in this position. See the sample derivations in (3) for Tooro and (4) for Nyoro.

(3) Tooro
a. /omutwe#/ — [omutwe] “head”

b. Jekisigi##/  —[ekisigi] “eyebrow,” etc.

(4) Nyoro pattern A pattern B
a. /omutwé#/ — [omutwé] “head” /omuzi#/ — [omuzi] “root”
b. /omugoré#/ — [omugodlé] “bride” /ekisigi# — [ekisigi] “eyebrow,” etc.

That being said, in the following section verb infinitives are examined.

2. Verb infinitives

Verb infinitives are cl.15 nouns in Tooro and Nyoro. Therefore, the expectation is that
there would be one tone pattern in Tooro and two tone patterns in Nyoro similar to other
nouns. However, although both tone patterns A and B are apparent in Nyoro, it is only on
monosyllabic verbs that pattern A appears, with all the other verbs exhibiting only tone

pattern B. See (5).
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(5) verb infinitives

Tooro Nyoro
a.  -ri- okulya okulya (*okulya) “to eat”
b. -rek- okuléka okuléka “to leave”
c. -zar- okuza:rra okuza:ra “to bear (a child)’
d. -fam-ur- okuffamura okuffamura “to boil (water)”
e. -kur-ing-uk- okukulingtika okukulingtka “to roll down”

f.  -send-ek-erez- okusendekeréza  okusendekeréza “to see off (a visitor)”

(5) illustrates the tone patterns in isolation of the verb infinitives of various lengths. In
Tooro, it is simple, as in all verb infinitives, the penultimate syllable is H-pitched in isolation,
similar to other nouns. In Nyoro, however, the monosyllabic verbs (i.e., verbs of -CV- radical
type) such as -ri- “to eat” are pronounced using tone pattern A, oktalya in this case (5a), and
are not pronounced with tone pattern B (*okilya).

(5b) is an example of -CVC- radical verbs, and (5c) is an example of -CV:C- radical verbs.
(5d) is an example of -CVC- radical verbs that are extended by -ur-, a (reverse) transitive
suffix. (5e) is an example of -CVC- radical verbs that are extended by -ing-, a formal
extension” followed by -uk-, an (reverse) intransitive suffix. (5f) is an example of -CVNC-
radical verbs that are extended by -ek-, a formal extension, followed by -erez-, an insistent
suffix. All these radical form verbs are pronounced using tone pattern B.

The aim of this paper is to determine the reason only monosyllabic verbs have tone
pattern A and all other verbs are pronounced using tone pattern B.

What is interesting about the monosyllabic verbs is that while they show tone pattern A
in their basic forms, ie. used only with their radicals, they have tone pattern B when the
radical is extended by a suffix, such as applicative, causative, etc., or a preradical element is
added, such as the negative marker -ta- or object markers such as -mu- “him (cl.1),” -ba- “them
(cl.2), -gu- “it (cl.3),” etc.

6) a. /o-kuriir-a/ — okuli:ra “to eat for sb, or at a place”

Aug—NPr(cl.15)»eat»Appl—Fin6>
b. /o-ku-tari-a/ — okutalya “not to eat”

Aug-NPr(cl.15)-not-eat-Fin
c. /oku-gu-ri-a/ — okugtlya “to eat it”

Aug-NPr(cl.15)-it(cl.3)-eat-Fin
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d. /o-ku-ta-gu-ri-a/ — okutagulya “not to eat it”

Aug-NPr(cl.15)-not-it(cl.3)-eat-Fin

In (6a), as the radical -ri- “to eat” is extended by the applicative suffix -ir- “for sb or at a
place,” it has tone pattern B, ie. okuliira “to eat for sb, or to eat at a place,” judging from its
I tone on the penultimate syllable in isolation, which is similar to (5¢) okuza:ra “to bear (a
child).” In (6b), as the negative marker -ta- is inserted before the radical, this form also has
tone pattern B. Likewise, (6¢c) in which the object marker -gu- “it (cl.3)" is inserted before the
radical, the form is tone pattern B. (6d) is a combination of (6b) and (6¢), in which the
penultimate -gu- receives H, so also has tone pattern B.

The cases in (7) appear as if the monosyllabic verbs have an underlying H on -ku- as the

-ku- in the penultimate syllable has a falling tone in isolation. However, this is not the case in

reality.
(7) a. okiurra <+ /o-ku-rir-a/ “to cry”
Aug-NPr(cl.15)-cry-Fin
b. okwaka <+ /o-ku-ak-a/ “to burn (intr.)"

Aug-NPr(cl.15)-burn(intr.)-Fin

c. oktmpa <+ /o-ku-n-pa-a/ “to give me”
Aug-NPr(cl.15)-me-give-Fin

d. oklindya « /o-ku-n-ri-a/ “to eat me”

Aug-NPr(cl.15)-me-eat-Fin

(7a) is a case of a -CVC- radical, and not a monosyllabic verb; the H is underlyingly on
the radical vowel /i/. In Nyoro, as the /i/ is not pronounced when sandwiched by two /r/’s,
its H shifts to the preceding vowel, i.e, the /u/ of -ku- (the quantity in [ku:] is because of the
following double [rr]). In (7b), the radical is also not monosyllabic, but a -VC- where the
underlying H is on the radical vowel /a/. When the sequence /ku-a/ becomes [kwa:] through
glide formation and compensatory lengthening, the H in the radical vowel is realized in [kwa:]
as I because it is in the penultimate position. (7c) and (7d) are monosyllabic verb cases in
which the underlying H is on the object prefix -n- “me.” When -n- constitutes one syllable with
the preceding -ku-, forming the sequences [ku:m] and [ku:n], respectively (the quantity is due
to the following nasal clusters [mp] and [nd]), [kuzm] and [ku:n] have a falling tone, ie. a tone

pattern B contour. In sum all tone pattern B cases in (7) are in fact verbs, monosyllabic or
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not, which do not have an underlying H on -ku- in the penultimate syllable of words.
An examination of these data appears to indicate that the underlying H avoids falling on
the infinitive marker -ku- when it is in the penultimate syllable. In the following section, this is

examined in more detail.
3. -ku- as a noun prefix

Nyoro has four cl.15 nouns. See (8), of which two have a monosyllabic stem, ie. oku-ti
15/6 “ear” (8a) and oku-ji 15/6 “knee” (8b). As expected, they have tone pattern A, and the
longer stem nouns have tone pattern B (8c and 8d).

(8) a. okuata 15/6 “ear”
b. okuja 15/6 “knee”
c. okugtru 15/6 “leg”

okweé:zi” 15/6  “moon, month”

o

Does this mean that the nominal prefixes are incapable of having an underlying H as the
cl.15 prefixes are nominal prefixes? However, it is apparent that this does not hold true
because there are many monosyllabic stem nouns that have an underlying H on the nominal

prefix, and are therefore pronounced with tone pattern B. See examples in (9).

(9 a. ominwa 3/4 “mouth, lip”
b. omisu 3/4 “cane rat”
c. omlrwa 3/4  “habit”
d. ekigwo 7/8 “tumbling down”
e. ekisa 7/8 “labor pains”
f  ortra l11/6 “small intestine”
g. oruasu 11/10  “roof”
h. akafu 12 “short time”
i oblne 14 “liver”
J. obugwa 14 “permanent place to stay”

Therefore, it is possible to temporarily conclude that the infinitive cl.15 prefix -ku-, even

though it is a noun class prefix, has a different status to the other noun class prefixes due to
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its verbal nature, and it may be accidental that there are cl.15 monosyllabic stem nouns with
tone pattern A only.” In the next section the formative -ku- in various verb conjugations is

examined.

4. -ku- in verb conjugations

Before proceeding, it is necessary to confirm that it is not that the conjugated forms of
monosyllabic verbs cannot have an underlying H on the penultimate syllable. In (10), which
gives the remote past conjugation of the monosyllabic verb -ri- (infinitive oktlya) “to eat.”, the
penultimate position of the form has the remote past marker -ka-, which has an underlying H,

which is realized as F in isolation.

(10) Remote past

nkalya “T ate” tukéalya “we ate”
okalya “you(sg.) ate” mukalya “you(pl.) ate”
akalya “he/she ate” bakalya “they ate”

Therefore, the point is whether the formative -ku- allows for an underlying H or not.
Several conjugations use the formative -ku- as a tense/aspect/mood marker. In particular, we
examine cases in which -ku- is in the penultimate position when monosyllabic verbs are used.

First, the very near future conjugation is examined.

(11) very near future

a. with the verb okuzina “to sing”
nija kuzina “I am going to sing” twija kuzina  “we are going to sing”
ojja kuzina “you(sg.) are going to sing” mwija kuzina “you(pl) are going to sing”
aija kuzina “he/she is going to sing” baija kuzina  “they are going to sing”

b. with the verb okalya “to eat”
nija kalya  “T am going to eat” twija kalya “we are going to eat”
ojja kulya  “you(sg.) are going to eat” mwija kulya  “you(pl) are going to eat”

aijja kulya  “he/she is going to eat” baija kulya “they are going to eat”

The very near future conjugation is exemplified with two verbs. One is a verb with a

canonical syllable structure radical -zin- (infinitive okuzina) “to sing” (11a), and the other is a
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monosyllabic radical verb -ri- (infinitive okualya) “to eat” (11b). This conjugation has a complex
form, composed of two verb forms. The first element is -ij- (infinitive okwi:ja) “to come,” which
is used as an auxiliary and conjugated in the general present. The second is a verb infinitive
without an augmented o-* Similar to the basic monosyllabic infinitive verbs, the second verb
form does not allow an underlying H on -ku- for basic monosyllabic radical verbs, and it has
tone pattern A. This is different from other verb forms, which have tone pattern B.
However, if the monosyllabic verbs are extended with other elements, they can have an
underlying H on the penultimate syllable, just like monosyllabic infinitives in (6). (12) gives
example sentences, and (13) gives an analysis of second position monosyllabic verbs. From
(12a) and (13a), it can be seen that the verb oktlya “to eat” cannot have an underlying H on
-ku- despite its position on the penultimate syllable. However, in (12b) and (13b), as well as in
(12¢) and (13c), the verb has an underlying H on the penultimate syllable because its position

is not occupied by -ku-.

nija kalyéw) ekyé:nji. ‘I am going to eat a/the sweet banana.”

(12) a.
b. nija kulira ahéru “I am going to eat outside.”
c. nija kukirya “I am going to eat it.”

(13) a. kulya «— /kurya/, ie., ku-ri-a
NPr(cl.15)-eat-Fin
b. kulira «— /kulira/, ie., kuri-ir-a
NPr(cl.15)-eat-Appl-Fin
c. kukirya <+ /kukirya#/, ie., ku-ki-ri-a
NPr(cl.15)-it(cl.7)-eat-Fin

This is also evident in other conjugations that use the verb infinitive, such as the definite
near future 1 and 2, and the very near future habitual 1 and 2. In (14), the very near future
habitual 2 forms are given for the 1%, 2™, and 3™ person singular in both the affirmative and

negative.

(14) a. affirmative of very near future habitual 2
nijaga kulya  “I will be always eating.”
ojjaga kulya  “you(sg.) will be always eating.”
aijjaga kulya  “he/she will be always eating.”

b. negative of very near future habitual 2
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tinjjaga kalya “I will not be always eating.”
t'oijaga kalya “you(sg.) will not be always eating.”

t'aijjaga kulya “he/she will not be always eating.”

(15) gives examples of the present progressive conjugation. With the canonical radical

verb -zin- (infinitive okuzina) “to sing,” the underlying H is on the penultimate syllable;

however, with the basic monosyllabic -ri- (infinitive okualya) “to eat,” as the penultimate

position is occupied by -ku-, the underlying H cannot be on the penultimate syllable and is on

the ultimate syllable .

(15) present progressive

a.

with the verb okuzina “to sing”

nkuzina “T am singing” tukuzina “we are singing”
okuzina  “you(sg.) are singing” mu:kuzina “you(pl) are singing”
akuzina  “he/she is singing” ba:kuzina “they singing”

with the verb oktlya “to eat”

nkulya “I am eating” tukalya “we are eating”
okulya “you(sg.) are eating” mu:kulya “you(pl) are eating”
akulya “he/she is eating” ba:kulya “they are eating”

However, if the monosyllabic verbs are extended to displace -ku- to other positions, there

may be an underlying H on the penultimate syllable, thus exhibiting tone pattern B. See (16b)

and (16c) which have tone pattern B in contrast with (16a) with tone pattern A. (17) gives an

analysis of the verb forms in (16).

(16) a. nkulya ekyémja. “I am eating a/the sweet banana.”
b. nkulixra ahé:ru. “I am eating outside.”
c. nkukirya. “I am eating it.”
(17) a. nkulya « /nkulya/, ie., n-ku-ri-a
I-PrsProg-eat-Fin
b. nkuliira <« /nkuliira/, ie, n-ku-ri-ir-a
[-PrsProg-eat-Appl-Fin
c. nkukirya < /nkukirya#/, ie. n-ku-ki-ri-a
I-PrsProg-it(cl.7)-eat-Fin
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The negative present progressive also has a -ku- in the penultimate syllable for basic
monosyllabic verbs, and exhibits tone pattern A, ie. an underlying H on the ultimate syllable
of the forms (18). However, the forms have an underlying H on the penultimate syllable when
the formative -ku- is displaced. Compare (19b) and (19c¢), in which the forms have tone pattern

B, to (19a), in which the form has tone pattern A.

(18) negative of present progressive

ti:nkalya “I am not eating” titt:kalya “we are not eating”

t'o:kalya “you(sg.) are not eating” tima:kulya “you(pl.) are not eating”

t'akualya “he/she is not eating” tiba:kualya “they are not eating”
(19) a. tinkulya ekyé:nju. “I am not eating the sweet banana.”

b. tinkulira ahé:ru “I am not eating outside.”

c. timkukirya. “I am not eating it.”

The negative present participle (20) also has -ku- in the penultimate position when used
with basic monosyllabic verbs. The present participle is not used alone. (21) and (22)
respectively give its examples in the near past progressive and the remote past progressive.
These forms are complex, composed of -ba- (infinitive okiba) “to be” conjugated in respective
tenses, followed by the present participle. What has been observed in the other conjugations

also holds true with these forms.

(20) negative present participle

nta:kualya “I not eating” tuta:kalya “we not eating”
ota:kulya “you(sg.) not eating” muta:kalya “you(pl.) not eating”
ata:kualya “he/she not eating” bata:kualya “they not eating”

(21) negative near past progressive

mbairégé ntakulya ekyémja. “I was not eating the sweet banana.”
b. mbairégé ntakuli:ra ahé:ru. “I was not eating outside.”
c. mbairégé nta:kukirya. “I was not eating it.”

(22) negative remote past progressive

a. nkaba nta:kulya ekyémnja. “T was not eating the sweet banana.”
b. nkaba nta:kuli:ra ahé:ru. “I was not eating outside.”
c. nkaba ntakukirya. “I was not eating it.”
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Basic monosyllabic verbs also have -ku- in the penultimate syllable both in the affirmative
and negative of the possibility conjugation. See (23). However, here we find one counter
example. Certainly -ku- in the penultimate syllable does not have an underlying H in the
affirmative (23a), but does have an underlying H in the negative, even though it is located on
the penultimate syllable of the form (23b). See example sentences in (24). It is important to
note that in (24a) the form is tina:kalya ekyé:nji “I cannot eat the sweet banana,” and not
*tina:ktalya ekyé:nji. This is the only example in Nyoro verb conjugations of tone pattern B

with basic monosyllabic verbs.

(23) a. affirmative of possibility

na:kulya “T can eat” twakulya “we can eat”
wakulya “you(sg.) can eat” mwakulya “you(pl) can eat”
yvakulya “he/she can eat” ba:kulya “they can eat”

b. negative of possibility

tina:ktlya “I cannot eat” titwakulya “we cannot eat”
tiwa:kulya “you(sg.) cannot eat” timwaktlya  “you(pl) cannot eat”
tiya:ktlya “he/she cannot eat” tiba:ktlya “they cannot eat”
(24) a. tinakulya ekyémja. ("tina:kulya ekyé:mnja) “I cannot eat the sweet banana.”
b. tina:kuli:ra ahé:ru. “T cannot eat outside.”
c. titna:kukirya. “I cannot eat it.”

5. Concluding remarks

The examination of the data in this paper demonstrated that Nyoro verb infinitives have
only one tone pattern, ie., a pattern with an underlying H on the penultimate syllable (tone
pattern B), except for basic monosyllabic verbs, which have the underlying H on the ultimate
syllable (tone pattern A). This peculiarity can be explained by the location of the infinitive
marker -ku- in the penultimate syllable for basic monosyllabic verbs. As -ku- is judged as
being incapable of having an underlying H, the ultimate syllable of the form receives the
underlying H, instead, thus exhibiting tone pattern A. When -ku- is displaced by some
morphological procedures and the penultimate position is occupied by some other elements,
the form takes an underlying H and thus exhibits tone pattern B normally.

The formative -ku- is used not only as a verb infinitive marker, but also as a tense/

aspect/mood marker in some conjugations in Nyoro. One counter example was found in
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contrast to the general conclusion, which highlighted the nature of the formative -ku-.

-ku- is understood to be, first of all, a verb infinitive marker, but can also function as a
tense/aspect/mood marker. And in proportion to the degree of use as a tense/aspect/mood
marker, it assumes the character of a tense/aspect/mood marker and follows the respective
pattern.

(25) summarizes the use of -ku- in verb forms in Nyoro. (25a) shows -ku- as a basic
infinitive marker. The -ku- in conjugations from (25b) through (25h) is still operating as an
infinitive marker and follows the tone pattern of the verb infinitives. However, in conjugation
(25h) the infinitive marker characteristic is lost and here, it is used as a pure mood marker,
and therefore has an underlying H similar to all other tense/aspect/mood markers, such as
the remote past marker -ka- (see 10) and the remote future marker -li- (see 26).

(25) a. verb infinitive marker (see 5)
b. very near future (see 11)

c. definite near futurel

d. definite near future 2

very near future habitual 1

@

lma)

very near future habitual 2 (see 14)

g. present progressive (15)

h. negative present participle (see 20, 21, 22)
1. negative of possibility (see 23b)

(26) negative remote future

tindirya “T will not eat” titulirya “we will not eat”
tolirya “you(sg.) will not eat” timulirya “you(pl.) will not eat”
t'alirya “he/she will not eat” tibalirya “they will not eat”

Tone in Nyoro verb forms cannot be analyzed by taking account of the formative -ku-
problem only, as the whole verb conjugation must be considered. In the irrealis conjugation,
for example, the basic monosyllabic forms have tone pattern A, even though -ku- is not
located on the penultimate syllable. See (27). This conjugation has an underlying H on the
ultimate syllable and therefore tone pattern A, irrespective of the presence or absence of -ku-
in the penultimate position. Therefore, this paper should be understood as presenting an
analysis of tone patterns for monosyllabic verb forms as opposed to other verbs types in

Nyoro.
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(27) irrealis

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

na:kuli:ré “T would eat, etc.” twa:kuliré “we would eat, etc.”

wakuli:ré “you(sg.) would eat, etc.” mwa:kuli:ré “you(pl) would eat, etc.”

ya:kuliré “he/she would eat, etc.” ba:kuli:ré “they would eat, etc.”
Notes

For details, see Kaji (2007) for Tooro and Kaji (2015 and 2018) for Nyoro.

Nouns in the Bantu languages under discussion are composed of three elements, namely augment,
prefix, and stem. For example, the Tooro word omatwe “head” is composed of o- augment, -mu-
prefix, and -twe stem. The augment is of the form V-, the prefix -CV- (or -V-). The stem is of various
forms such as -CV, -CGV, -CVCV, -CVCVCYV, etc. The prefix and the stem are indispensable when
constituting nouns; however, the augment is not as it disappears in some grammatical contexts
(when used as a predicate, as a direct object for negative transitive verbs, etc.).

The figures after the nouns indicate the noun class numbers. These are usually singular-plural paired
like 1/2, 3/4, 5/6, etc. Some nouns are used in singular or plural only. The words used for
illustration are usually singulars. For example, in the case of the Tooro omatwe 3/4, the singular is
omutwe 3 and the plural is emitwe 4. Plurals take a different augment and prefix, but this does not
affect our discussion of tone because the singular and the plural have the same tone pattern unless
they have different syllable structures.

In Nyoro (and also in Tooro), /r/is realized as [I] when followed by /i/or/e/ and not preceded by /i/
or/e/.

One may say that it is not that Tooro nouns have an underlying tone, but that its H is phrasal. We
will not dwell on this matter here.

Here “formal” means “deprived of meaning”. A formal extension is a suffix which is firmly attached
to a radical without adding meaning.

The abbreviations are the following. Aug: augment (a type of article), NPr: noun prefix, Appl:
applicative, Fin: final vowel, PrsProg: present progressive, and Perf: perfective.

In okwé:zi the underlying H is not on -ku- but on the stem-initial vowel /e/ (cf. /o-ku-€zi/) just like
(7b) okwia:ka ( < /o-ku-ak-a/) “to burn (intr.)".

Another possibility is that the cl.15 prefix as a whole has a different tone status from other noun
prefixes.

There should be discussion about whether -ku- here is an infinitival prefix or not. We will come to
this point later.

The H tone on the final vowel of kilya is the underlying tone. It shows up as such because it is
followed by another word in the phrase, avoiding a pause. It becomes F in isolation (before the
pause).

Likewise, the H tone of the penultimate syllable vowel in kuli:ra is underlying, which shows up as
such because it is followed by another word in the phrase, avoiding a pause. It becomes F in
isolation (before the pause).

The radical vowels do not usually show up as such but as a semivowel or an element of a
diphthong, or even completely disappearing because of the vowel which follows it (-a in the case of a
verb infinitive). In the case of okithwa “to finish (intr.)", for example, the radical vowel surfaces as [w]
but is judged as an underlying /o/ because its applicative suffix is -er- (the infinitive okuhwé:ra “to
finish at a place”). The applicative suffix vowel follows vowel harmony; ie. -er- when the radical
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vowel is either /e/ or /o/, and -ir- when the radical vowel is either /i/, /u/ or /a/. The radical vowel
/0/ actually shows up as the first element in the diphthong /0i/ in its perfective form ahoiré “he/
she has finished”. In this appendix we establish the radical vowels by taking account of the
applicative forms. To determine the radical vowel, other conditions must also be considered, but we
do not discuss this point here.
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radical
1. -ba-
2. o-
3. o-
4. fo-
5 -gi
6. -go-
7. -ha-
8. -hi-
9. -ho-
10. -jo-
11. -ke-

Appendix: Nyoro monosyllabic verbs

infinitive

okuba
okubé:ra appl.
abairé perf.
okufwa
okuffwé:ra appl.
afwiré perf.
okufwa
okuffweé:ra appl.
affwiré perf.
okufa
okufwé:ra appl.
afwiré perf.
oktgya
okugi:ra appl.
agiré perf.

oktugwa

okugwé:ra appl.

agwiré perf.
okuha
okuhé:ra appl.
ahairé perf.
okuhya
okuhi:ra appl.
ahi:ré perf.

okthwa

okuhweé:ra appl.

ahoire perf.
oktjwa
okujwé:ra appl.
ajwiré perf.

okukya

ACTA HUMANISTICA ET SCIENTIFICA
UNIVERSITATIS SANGIO KYOTIENSIS

12)

gloss

to be, to become

to be at a place, in a situation
he/she has been

to spit

to spit at sb

he/she has spitted

to break

to break for sb, at a place
he/she has broken sth

to die

to die at a place, for sh/sth
he/she is dead

to go to a place

to go for sb

he/she has gone to a place
to fall

to fall onto sth

he/she as fallen

to give

to give for sb

he/she has given

to get cooked, burned

to be cooked in a pan

he is burnt

to finish (intr.)

to finish at a place

he/she has finished, has become weak
to bleed

to bleed at a place

he/she has bled

to dawn
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12. -1i-
13. -mo-
14. -ne-
15. -no-
16. -se-
17. -ta-

otV NES RS

okukyé:ra appl.
buki:ré perf.
okulya

okuli:ra appl.
ali:ré perf.

okumwa

okumweé:ra appl.

amwiré perf.
oktunya
okunyé:ra appl.
anyiré perf.
okunwa
okunwé:ra appl.
anwiré perf.
okusa

okusé:ra appl.
asi:ré perf.
okuta

okuté:ra appl.
ati:ré perf.

Shigeki KAJT

to dawn at a place, to go early to see sb
It has dawned

to eat

to eat from a plate, at a place
he/she has eaten

to shave

to shave for sb, at a place
he/she has shaved

to defecate

to defecate at a place

he/she has defecated

to drink

to drink from a glass, at a place
he/she has drunk

to grind

to grind for sb, at a place
he/she has grinded

to put

to put for sb

he/she has put
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