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An Interim Report about a Study on Third Athletes’
Career Formation

Yusuke HAMADA

Abstract
This study aims to explore the reality of career formation of “third athletes” who are neither
professional nor amateur. An in-depth interview was conducted with an ex-elite triathlete, and
the analysis revealed that he made the career choice at his career’s turning point based on the
reasons that cannot be explained explicitly with words. This indicates an importance of further

investigation on such unexplainable reasons in terms of third athletes’ career formation.
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