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Exploration of Icebreakers in YORo Bangye Lmversiy

Compulsory English Class:
Consideration through Constant
Cooperation between Faculty and
Administrative Staff

Masanobu MASUDAL,
Ryo SUZUKIZ, Nami SHIMIZU3

The present paper reports how the authors
considered and practiced icebreaker methods over
a school year to encourage smooth group work.
The icebreakers were conducted in compulsory
English classes which the first author taught in a
university and reviewed with the co-authors, who
worked for the educational support section.
Activities ‘Self-introduction for 30 seconds’ and
‘Grand slam of something in common’ were
conducted because they were easy icebreakers
which did not require the students’ competence in
English. The icebreakers were positively
evaluated in the questionnaire by more than 70
percent of the students. Data from the
questionnaire and in-class observations indicated
that the icebreaker activities were perceived as
easy, divergent, and competitive by students.
Furthermore, results demonstrated the
importance of icebreakers that match the class
atmosphere and help the students feel more
comfortable.

This paper puts forth important points for
consideration when designing and conducting
icebreakers, as well as a case report of constant
support for class management. It also exemplifies
the significance of close professional educational
support system on campus and the possibility of
constant observation and feedback in support for
class and extra-curricular activities.

KEYWORDS: Finding Things in Common,
Naming a Group, Divergence, Support for Class
Management
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