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The disposition of the care regime for older adults
in Ha Tinh province, Vietnam:

Focusing on older adults’ households in a rural community and

a protective institution

Atsufumi KATO
Misaki IWAI
Yoichi HIRUMA

Abstract

This article analyzes the care regime for older adults in rural areas in contemporary
Vietnam. By applying the care diamond model by Ochiai Emiko, the paper especially
investigates the changing roles of the family and the state in care arrangements for older
adults. Based on field research in Ha Tinh province, central Vietnam, in 2018 and 2019,
this paper examines in-depth interviews in older adults” households in a rural community and
observations in a protective institution for revolutionaries in the province. Focusing on the
decisions about the living arrangements for older adults, this article picks up the experience
of the “revolution” and the “war” as well as family members’ “mobility” - especially for south
Vietnam - as key factors for the decision making in this region and this generation. By
describing the factors of the care regime for older adults in contemporary Vietnam, this
paper contributes to describing the changing process of the total war regime and the role of
the state in it and the norms of family care.

Keywords: Vietnam, elderly care, care diamond, war, mobility
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