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Needs Analysis of Students for the Purpose of Developing
the Tokubetsu Eigo Curriculum:

The Relationship Between Students’ Preference and their English Proficiency

Ayako HIRANO
Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the needs of 1,019 EFL students who are taking
Tokubetsu Eigo classes and to reflect the results that make the Tokubetsu Eigo curriculum
more attractive. This study also investigated the relationship between students’ preference
and their English proficiency by dividing the participants into three groups based on their
English proficiency: advanced, intermediate, and elementary levels. The majority of
respondents were students in the Faculty of Foreign Studies. The results indicate while
advanced-level students prefer Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL),
intermediate and elementary-level students prefer English skill subjects (speaking/writing/
reading/listening). Of these skill subjects, speaking class is the most popular regardless of
English proficiency. However, while the advanced-level students choose writing skill as their
second preference, the intermediate and elementary-level students choose listening skill as
their second preference. Additionally, the advanced-level students show a strong interest in
the subjects of “international relationship” and “business,” possibly reflecting their perceptions
about their own future needs. On the other hand, the intermediate and elementary-level
students show a high interest in the subject of “movie and comic,” probably reflecting their
preference for learning English for enjoyment. At the end, some suggestions are made for the
future direction of the Tokubetsu Eigo.

Keywords: English for General Purposes (EGP), English for Academic Purposes (EAP), English
curriculum development, needs analysis, English education
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