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Entrepreneurship and Management of Seiichi Umeura (Part I)

Kazuaki MATSUMOTO

ABSTRACT

Received the tremendous trust of Eiichi Shibusawa and played an active role as one of the business partners, "Footprints
of Shibusawa", the most reliable I would like to take up the footsteps and activities of Seiichi Umeura (1852-1912) from
Nagaoka, who was described as a subordinate (meaning confidant).

Umeura was born as the eldest son of Shusuke, a doctor of the Nagaoka domain. Shusuke served as a clan doctor of the
Nagaoka domain, and was an advanced and excellent Hanlan eclectic doctor who was a long-time doctor in both Eastern and
Western medicine. He excels in the field of surgery today, such as spreading vaccination in Nagaoka.

Umeura was strongly influenced by Shusuke, who had a deep knowledge of Chinese studies, and became interested in
learning from an early age. From the age of 10, Aizawa Nanjo presided over in Nanjo Village, Kariwa District (currently
Kashiwazaki City). He started studying Chinese studies.

Then, Umeura studied Dutch under Ainosuke Yamada, a representative Confucian scholar of the Nagaoka domain.

Although he went to Edo from the age of 13 to study Western medicine, his tuition fees did not continue and he turned
to Western studies.

Entered the Ministry of Finance in 1872, and under the guidance of Alexander Allan Shand, with Yushichiro Kobayashi
and others, translated the double-entry bookkeeping that we are currently using. It was completed as "Bank Bookkeeping
Method". Syuzo Toyama is one of the people who contributed to the spread of double-entry bookkeeping.

In 1873, Umeura was invited by Masataka Kusumoto of the Niigata Prefectural Ordinance to become the first translator.
At the same time, he was in charge of the Niigata School, a Western school founded under the initiative of Kusumoto, and
taught English to teachers in addition to students. The school is the beginning of a secondary education institution in Niigata
Prefecture. In addition, he taught at the Niigata School No. 1 Branch School, which is the successor to Nagaoka Western
School.

Keywords: Seiichi Umeura, Western Studies, Eiichi Shibusawa, Bookkeeping, Yushichiro Kobayashi & Syuzo Toyama,
Niigata Western School



