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Progress report:
Comprehensive study of the history of relations
between the Chinese and Japanese women’s movements:
focusing on the cooperation from thel930s to the 1940s

Mizuyo SUDO

Abstract

This study investigates the significance and limitations of some attempts by members of the
Japanese women’s movement to address worsening Sino-Japanese relations during the 1930s and
1940s. This essay examines the life and work of Shige Takenaka (FTH%%), the first female journalist
to work for Tokyo’s leading newspaper, The Asahi Shimbun. Takenaka organized the Monday Club (H
i85 7), a study group of Japanese female intellectuals, and the Ichidokai (—1%), a group that
was started by members of the Monday Club who wanted to understand the social and political views
of Chinese women. The Ichidokai was a small but active organization that worked to improve the

relations between Japanese and Chinese women.

Keywords : Japan-China relations, Gender, Modern history, The history of women, Asahi Shimbun






