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Comparative studies in economic history of skill
supply during industrialization

Kentaro SAITO

Abstract
This research project deals with labour supply during industrialization of Britain and Japan from
the late 18" century to the early 20" century, especially on highly skilled workers. We have
discussed, as case-studies, firstly on labour migration through tramping system among skilled workers
and secondly on skill-formation especially through apprenticeship. Constructing database as a major
part of the research, we have explored migration of skilled engineers and the inquiry of the
apprenticeship in Scotland in 1908, respectively. In addition, we have researched on skilled

construction workers by using their autobiographies.
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