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A Study of Japanese language
classes for foreign sports students
—Creating a sports vocabulary
list and practicing tasks—

Shio WATANABE!
In recent years, with the globalization of
sports, the number of foreign students studying
abroad in Japan for the purpose of competitive
activities is increasing. However, few practical
research on Japanese language education and
language support for foreign sports students
has been conducted so far. This is a research
note about the development of teaching
materials and educational practices that will be
part of the Japanese language support program
for the foreign sports students.
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In the class, we created a vocabulary list in
English and Tongan from a rugby magazine as a
learner-centered activity.

The findings of this activity suggest that there
are words that are common to all sports, usages
that are different from the general meanings,
and words that are used in situations and
contexts peculiar to competitions, in addition to
the words borrowed from English.

This has clarified points to be focused on in
the practice of JSP (Japanese for Specific
Purposes) education.

Furthermore, for international students
learning Japanese for the purpose of sports, in
addition to the importance of identifying these
learners’ needs, it was found that task-based
activities based on TBLT theory are effective.

KEYWORDS: Foreign sports students, JSP
(Japanese for Specific Purposes), Rugby field
vocabulary, Task-based teaching
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