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“Good Ethics Is Good Business™
The Birth of a New Readership of Yoshisuke Aikawa’s Essay.

Tsuguyoshi Ueno

ABSTRACT

Yoshisuke Aikawa, the founder of the Nissan group of business corporations, the so-called Nissan Konzern, wrote an
essay, "Good Ethics Is Good Business [Do-toku Keizai Ichigen-ron]" in 1933. In this literary work, he portrayed Judge Elbert
H. Gary as the great ethical-minded businessman who built the safest steel plant in the world, Gary Works. This essay made
a strong impression on the Japanese public before World War II. However, after the war, nobody became reading it.

Aikawa's essay regained attention during the high economic growth era because Saburo Noguchi cut out a part of the
episode of Judge Gary from the essay and introduced it as a historical testimony about the birth of Safety First. Aikawa did
not write this essay with such an intention, but new readers, experts in safety management, have read this essay as such.

This paper aims to organize related bibliographic information to trace the changes in the readership of the essay.



