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Buddennbrooks and Protestantism

Shuzo TAKAYAMA

Abstract

Although Thomas Mann was not a man of faith, his works feature many Christian motifs. For Mann,
Christianity, as the basis of European culture, was a subject of great interest throughout his life.
Buddenbrooks, a novel set in the bourgeois society of late 19"-century Germany with Protestantism as its
spiritual base, is Mann's first work to deal with religion in earnest. This novel presents a vivid portrayal
of the workings of Protestantism in this society, captured through the everyday details of people’s lives.
The story is set in an era of great social change that was also a period of decline for Protestantism.
Buddenbrooks thus chronicles the history of the decline of a traditional bourgeois family over the course
of four generations as it gradually loses its hereditary faith while being unable to respond to social
changes, including the advancement of capitalism and the rise of the bildungsbiirgertum (the educated
new bourgeoisie). This paper focuses on the course of this family's downfall and loss of faith.

Keywords: Buddenbrooks, Protestantism, bourgeois society, art, bzldungsbiirgertum/educated bourgeoisie
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