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The ‘new Renaissance’ in D’Annunzio’s literary works:

The revival of the ancient and medieval ages through the Florentine Renaissance

Kenichi UCHIDA

Abstract

This article aims to clarify that Gabriele D’Annunzio, considered the leader of the Renaissance re-
evaluation, intended to realise his own new Renaissance’ in his early and middle literary works by
revitalising the literature of the ancient and medieval ages through the Florentine Renaissance.

In Canto Novo (1882), an idyllic poetry collection, D’Annunzio attempted to revitalise the classical
antiquity in a bodily way by breaking away from the humanistic tradition. In L Isotteo - La Chimera
(1890), an aesthetic poetry collection, his ‘new Renaissance’ came to embrace the real ‘revival, such as
nature’s vitality or love. In the romance I/ Piacere (1889), D'Annunzio expressed his adoration of the
Renaissance when literature had importance in politics and society. From this point onwards, his ‘new
Renaissance’ took on a nationalistic tone and assumed social and political connotations. In Alcyone (1903),
a lyrical poetry collection, D’Annunzio used the ‘child’ to symbolise an incarnation of nature and art and
represented a mythical eternity as a completion of his ‘new Renaissance’.

Keywords: Poliziano, Lorenzo de’ Medici, Boccaccio, Carducci, nationalism
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