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Achievements and Significance of
On-site Practical Education in
Local Communities: A Case Study
on “Inter-Seminar” by Five
University Seminar Courses

Hiroki SHIGENO!

The purpose of this paper is to describe the
contents of “Inter Seminar” initiatives
implemented since 2017 by faculty members at
several universities teaching seminar courses in
the field of local regional studies. Results
attained, their significance and issues raised
will become further knowledge for practical
education on local regional studies at
universities such as through seminar courses
and PBL programs.

In order to position these initiatives within
university education to date, we examined the
“on-site” style seminars that have been
undertaken since the mid-1990s, publications
by the faculty members who were in charge of
them, and the relationship between the
community and universities in national
university policy.

Results clarified that there are three
possibilities; deep learning brought about by
local and on-site experiences, human

—112-

development through the diversification of
students’ friendships, and cultivating
attachment to the community.

On the other hand, we concluded that the
burden on individual faculty members is large,
and that collaboration with faculty and staff
between universities and within each university
1s an issue that requires further consideration.

KEYWORDS: On-Site Practical Education,
Inter-Seminar, Fieldwork, Collaboration
Between Local Communities and Universities
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