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Advocation for the total revision of
conventional German teaching
methods in Japan: the designation
of cases by numbers

Takuji FUKUDA!

In most educational methods in Japan, the
cases in German has been conventionally called
by numbers. This compels us to use “jemand”
and “etwas”, when we say verbal phrases: e. g.
“to give somebody something” as “jemand 3

9. &

etwas 4 geben”; “to have something/somebody”
as “jemand 4 / etwas 4 haben”. On the other
hand we can call the German cases by their
initial letters, N [en], A [a:], D [de:], G [ge:]; in
this system we can express them far more
simply: “D A geben” and “A haben”. It is most
obvious that the NADG system is far more
beneficial for students than the numbering
system. Why has the latter system survived for
so many years? The following answers may be
suggested:

1. Publishers and textbook authors choose the
conventional designation and paradigm of
cases, in order to earn more royalties and
profits.

2. Most foreign language teachers had
enjoyed good grades in their foreign language

-160—

education. So there is no surprise that they tend
to, or choose to teach just as they were taught.
3. At universities in Japan, literary scholars
and linguists teach language classes.
4. Teachers within the Japanese school
education system simply follow precedences.
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