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Expanding haiku’s international acceptance
(focusing on Spanish-speaking countries)

—Forms of Japanese haiku and foreign haiku—

Kayoko IJIRI

Abstract

Japanese haiku and foreign haiku gained popularity in the early Meiji period. However, due to differences
in language and culture, no consensus has been reached as to whether they belong to the same poetic genre.
Therefore, by reviewing the definitions of Japanese haiku and foreign haiku, I aim to re-examine the growing
international acceptance of haiku, especially in Spanish-speaking countries, and to confirm the continuity
between Japanese haiku and foreign haiku. I classified the characteristics of this literary genre under four
aspects: (1) form (prosody, rhetoric); (2) content (seasonal words, relationship with nature, sketching); (3)
language (popular, daily); (4) method (collective literature, author/reader/critic). The analysis verifies that
haiku was formed by gradually shortening linked verses (renga and haikai) and finally condensing them into
hokku in terms of prosody and rhetoric.

Keywords: Japanese haiku, foreign haiku, genre continuity, prosody, rhetoric
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