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Thoughts on English from a Japanese Standpoint

Shigeki KAJI

Abstract

Although in Japan the importance of knowing English is generally claimed and accepted, so that
English is taught even in elementary schools today, the desired advantageous effects are not achieved.
Typically, there are university students who do not know the English words for elementary concepts
that even elementary schoolchildren know. To ameliorate Japanese university students’ poor English
vocabulary, this article proposes two countermeasures. First, when high school teachers of various
subjects teach important concepts in Japanese, they should also teach the corresponding English
terms. Holding only teachers of English responsible for all problems surrounding English learning
would be misguided. The second countermeasure involves cataloging English terms that seem
unnecessarily complicated, especially those of Greek and Latin origin. Most non-native English
learners are not interested in the English language itself or its literature. Rather, they need water-
clear, practical English. For this purpose, the world’s linguists should consult on the best methods

for teaching and learning the practical English needed.

Keywords : English, vocabulary, high school teachers’ role, words of Greek and Latin origin,

arrangement of terms






