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The new curriculum guidelines and history textbooks of
junior high school:
A comparative study of the approved textbooks on overall content, introduction,

and the description of early modern Japan
Masashi WAKAMATSU

This essay compares and analyzes eight history textbooks of junior high school currently in
use under the new curriculum guidelines in Japan and discusses their respective characteristics
and usage.

Since 2017, when the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
revised its curriculum guidelines for junior high schools, several history textbooks have been
edited and updated in response. Eight textbooks have already been approved by the government
and are now used in junior high school classrooms nationwide. While all conform to the new
curriculum guidelines, distinct features can be discerned on close inspection. After outlining the
new curriculum guidelines, this comparative survey covers eight textbooks published by eight
different companies, focusing on their overall content, introduction, and chapters on early

modern history, and summarizes their respective characteristics and usage.





