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Historical Perspective of Regional Revitalization:
The case of Niigata Prefecture in the Meiji Era

Kazuaki MATSUMOTO

ABSTRACT

This research examines the process of regional revitalization in Niigata Prefecture during the Meiji period.

In Niigata Prefecture and other areas along the Sea of Japan, the Meiji Government was slow to develop hardware and
software. Under these circumstances, the people of Niigata Prefecture, who were rich in entrepreneurial spirit, autonomously
formulated and implemented regional development measures.

Together with Eiichi Shibusawa and others outside the prefecture, they promoted the establishment of related

industries and infrastructures such as banks and railroads, as well as commercializing the oil produced in the prefecture.

KEYWORDS: Niigata Prefecture, regional revitalization, Gonzaburo Yamaguchi, oil industry, Eiichi Shibusawa



