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On the Function of Chinese Sentence Prosody and
the rising Intonation in Sentence-final Position in Questions

Mitsuyo SEKI
Abstract

This paper, using conversations as its main source of data, will examine the rising intonation of questions in
sentence-final position, and will attempt to characterize their functions in discourse.

When phrases such as “A& A~ ", “Xf AN, “Uf AP or “76 4 #£” are appended to the end of a sentence,
they usually display an even or downward intonation, but we find that if the speaker wishes to elicit agreement
from the listener, an upwards intonation will be used.

Intonational questions appear in three types. In cases where they appear at the beginning of utterance, it is
used to assert oneself concerning the previous utterance, or to indicate that you are joining into the conversation.
When these questions appear at the end of utterance, they function to elicit the listener’s opinion to what has
just been said. When the question appears alone, it can signal either a response or as an initiator of another
utterance.

We also discuss question sentences lacking an interrogative modal particle and elliptical questions which
state the topic but lack the comment part. In this later case, the sentence displays a high pitch, with a rising and
somewhat extended tone.

Keyword: Sentence Prosody, rising Intonation, Speech function, Additional question, Intonational question



