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Dancing Body  Non-dancing Body

— A Study of Dancing Scenes in Thomas Mann’s Works —

Ryoko SUGIMURA

Abstract

This essay contributes to an analysis of the dancing scenes in the works of Thomas Mann, particularly
from the writings Luischen, Tonio Kroger, Konigkilche Hoheit and Unordnung und friihes Leid.

Focusing on the contrast between dancing body and non-dancing body in these stories, the essay raises
issues which relate to the lonely existence and lack of warmth in the life of the protagonist.

Important functions and meanings given to the dancing scenes are illuminated, presenting an interpreta-
tion of Mann’s works with a new and unique perspective.

Keywords: Thomas Mann, Dance, Ball, Body, Art



