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Professors of English Literature : Soseki and Cortazar

—— The influence of Keats and the Pre-Raphaelite arts in their early works

Yoko IMAI

Abstract

Soseki and Cortazar, who were the eminent national writers in their own countries: Japan
and Argentina, were professors of English Literature belore they became writers.

I compared the periods when they were professors and found many similarities between
these two authors. I found out why they became professors, what kind of classes they
taught, how they were evaluated as professors by their students and why they abandoned
their careers as professors so early, etc. | demonstrate that they were so similar not only in
their careers but also in the contents of their lectures: English Literature of the 18, 19 centur-
ies. Because their background was so similar, in spite of the difference of a half century, the
ages in which they lived were filled with anxiety at the rise of militarism.

But, above all, their characters, sensibilities and interests were almost identical. The con-
cept of woman was so similar in the work of these two authors, in which the father does not
exist. The image of woman “la femme fatale” that is described in their early works origin-
ates from “Circe” in Keats’s poetry.

Also I prove that the influence of Keats, T. de Quincy, Goiter, and Rossetti is so evident
and great in their earliy works.

Keywords: Soseki, Cortazar, professor of English literature, Keats, fin de siecle





