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The Chorus of Bertolt Brecht

—— Antigone without Music ——

Hiroshi TOKIDA

Abstract

Bertolt Brecht wrote many plays with music such as The Threepenny Opera, Rise and
Fall of the City of Mahagonny. It will be useful to keep this fact in mind as we examine
the chorus of Brecht. We should also notice that since ancient times music had been a very
important element of drama. In modern times, however, speech has been at the center of
dramatic works. There is a general agreement that Brecht turned the trend around and once
again introduced music into drama.

In Sophocles’ Antigone the chorus plays an important role in enhancing the value of the
tragedy. However, when Brecht adapted this masterpiece, he did so without including music.
Why was his version written without music, while Greek tragedies had a chorus, a singing
and dancing group ? The point I would like to make is that Brecht did not accept the classi-
cal play as it was, and tried to make it into a play which draws no empathy from the au-
dience.

Keywords: Bertolt Brecht, Sophocles, Chorus, Tragedy, Music





