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Gisuke Sasamori and Local Promotion

—One Consideration over “Nanto Tanken”

Nobuhisa NAMIMATSU

Abstract

Gisuke Sasamori (1845-1915) is famous as an author of “Nanto Tanken” (The southern island exploration).
This book is the record that Sasamori investigated islands of Okinawa for about 5 months in 1893. The contents
of the investigation record are the remote defense, resources inquiry, the fact of the farm village life, and the in-
dustrial actual situation. Because this record was detailed, it gave big influence for politics and a study.

The achievements of Sasamori become considerably clear in a past study. However, it is not elucidated why
he was able to conduct a detailed investigation in the study. Furthermore, influence after the investigation
is not clarified. He performed a relief work measure for samurai descendants business (the management of
‘Noubokusya’) before beginning investigation. By this report, it makes clear that he took in much agriculture
knowledge from some agriculture researchers and agriculturalists through the management. Furthermore, he
comes across Noboru Jahana (1865-1908) and Shigeru Narahara (1834-1918) of the prefectural governor during
investigation and argues about old customs system. By this argument, the investigation record was filled up more.

The influence that this record gave on a study is to have started Okinawa study. Kunio Yanagita (1875-1962)
pointed this out, too, but was different from the direction of this record and the folkloric course by Yanagita and
Fuyu Iha (1876-1947). Sasamori had a viewpoint of the local promotion, but the Okinawa study did not have such
a viewpoint. Sasamori was engaged in real administration after southern island investigation in Amami-Oshima.
He was engaged in local promotion. About the influence in the politics, the book of Sasamori gave the abolition of
the old customs system (e.g. Jintouzei) big influence. The detailed record by Sasamori became the policy criticism.

Keywords: Gisuke Sasamori, Nanto Tanken, Local promotion, Noubokusya, Okinawa study



