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Superman of D’Annunzio

—Introduction of Nietzscheanism into Italy in the Last Decade of 19" Century:

Kenichi UCHIDA

Abstract

Gabriele D’Annunzio was one of the first intellects who introduced the nietzscheanism into Italy. He
discovered it through some French magazines. The new philosophy against the pessimism or the Russian
literature was accepted in relation to the anti-democratic thought or the Wagner’s music. The influence of
the Nietzsche’s philosophy was evident also in the D’Annunzio’s novels and their protagonists assumed the
Superman’s attitude. The characteristics of D’Annunzio’s Superman were the aestheticism (the absolute value
of the beauty) and the nationalism (Italy as a fountain of power). D’Annunzio attempted to deny the Nietzsche’s
contribution to the creation of his own Latin Superman. But the decisive importance of the encounter with
Nietzsche was revealed in D’Annunzio’s rival sentiment expressed in the funeral ode for Nietzsche.

Keywords: D’Annunzio, Nietzsche, Wagner, Nationalism, Italian literature



