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Fuyu Iha and Formation of Okinawa Study
—'Uniqueness’and’Assimilation’

Nobuhisa NAMIMATSU
Abstract

Fuyu Tha(1876-1947) is a famous folklorist from Okinawa. He performed various studies; linguistics, cultural
anthropology, history, religion and so on. He is called'Father of the Okinawa study’, because he left many study
achievements based on these studies. About his study achievements, there are affirmative evaluation and
negative evaluation. However, the connection with the Okinawa study does not become clear even if it was either
evaluation.

He built the original position in history of thought and cultural history of Okinawa. He started Okinawa study
after having quitted a junior high school and went ahead through the Okinawa study after having returned
home, and announced the Okinawa study after having gone to Tokyo. When he performed Okinawa study,
he used history, linguistics, anthropology and eugenics. His academic description about Okinawa took on the
political nature. His intention was to emphasize originality of Okinawa by a "Omorosoushi" study and was going
to free Okinawa. He had the opinion that Japan and Ryukyu had the same ancestor toward, and insisted on
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mental self-government of Ryukyu hereby.
It is necessary for establishment of the Okinawa study to untie the process of speculation by representative
thinkers of Okinawa. Because we do not pursue academic result, but must clarify a method of the study and

analysis technique.

Keywords : Fuyu Tha, Okinawa Study, Same Ancestor Theory of Japan and Ryukyu, Uniqueness Theory,
Assimilation Theory



