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,Writing is the Way’

Malte JASPERSEN

Abstract

Radio documentary feature was brought to being in postwar Germany as a new form of acoustic art.

Unlike radio drama, the feature focuses on non-fictional facts, using unlimited formal possibilities: mu-

sic, spoken language, sounds in varying combinations and emphasis. John Theocharis, former head

of the feature section of the BBC, says, ‘A feature is a work using the various resources in radio in or-

der to set the listener’s fantasy in motion and deepen his perception of the world and human existence’.

The text 'Writing is the Way’ is based on the manuscript of the radio documentary feature of the same title.
The work is the result of a long research in the world of calligraphy, the nature and history of which is almost
unknown to most German radio listeners. At the same time, it represents an exceptional attempt to display an
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absolutely visual topic on radio and thus enrich and deepen the German audience’s image of Japan. 'Writing is
the Way’ has been recommended by the Berlin Brandenburg Broadcast Association (RBB) as the entry for the

international media festival, the ,,Prix Italia 2009*

Keywords : Calligraphy, radio, documentary, culture, mass media



